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COMMERCIAL DISCLOSURE STATEMENTS OF PROGRAM PLANNERS

STSA would like to thank the following STSA leaders for planning  
the educational content of the STSA 66th Annual Meeting. Unless 
otherwise noted, these STSA leaders have no relevant commercial 
relationships to disclose.
Commercial Relationships of STSA 66th Annual Meeting Program Planners
J. Jacobs: Consultant/Advisory Board: American Academy of Dermatology, 
SpecialtyCare; K. Accola: Consultant/Advisory Board: Edwards Lifesciences; 
Speakers Bureau/Honoraria: Edwards Lifesciences; G. Ailawadi: Consultant/Advisory 
Board: Abbott, Edwards Lifesciences, North American Advisory Board, Medtronic; 
S. Blackmon: Consultant/Advisory Board: Olympus; Research Grant: Medtronic, 
truFreeze; M. Bott: Consultant/Advisory Board: AstraZeneca; D. Jones: Consultant/
Advisory Board: AstraZeneca, Merck; S. LeMaire: Consultant/Advisory Board: Acer 
Therapeutics, Biom’up; Other Research Support: CytoSorbants, Terumo Aortic, W. 
L. Gore & Associates; O. Preventza: Consultant/Advisory Board: Terumo Aortic, W. 
L. Gore & Associates; A. Speir: Consultant/Advisory Board: Atricure, Medtronic; V. 
Thourani: Consultant/Advisory Board: Abbott Vascular, Boston Scientific, Edwards 
Lifesciences; Research Grant: Abbott Vascular, Boston Scientific, Edwards Lifesciences

DJeffrey P. Jacobs: President, Program Committee, Postgraduate Committee
Joseph A. Dearani: Program Committee Co-Chair
Daniela Molena: Program Committee Co-Chair
DMatthew J. Bott: Postgraduate Committee Co-Chair
Ahmet Kilic: Program Committee, Postgraduate Committee Co-Chair
DKevin D. Accola: Program Committee, Postgraduate Committee
DGorav Ailawadi: Postgraduate Committee
Vinay Badhwar: Program Committee
DShanda H. Blackmon: Program Committee
Mark I. Block: Postgraduate Committee
Harold M. Burkhart: Program Committee
J. Michael DiMaio: Program Committee
DDavid R. Jones: Program Committee
Damien J. LaPar: Postgraduate Committee
Christine L. Lau: Program Committee
DScott A. LeMaire: Program Committee, Postgraduate Committee, CME Committee Director
DOurania Preventza: Program Committee
Todd K. Rosengart: Postgraduate Committee
DAlan M. Speir: Program Committee, Postgraduate Committee
James D. St. Louis: Program Committee
DVinod H. Thourani: Program Committee, Postgraduate Committee
Stephen C. Yang: Program Committee

COMMERCIAL DISCLOSURE STATEMENTS OF STSA OFFICERS, 
COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS

STSA would like to thank the following leaders for supporting the STSA 
66th Annual Meeting as a member of the STSA Council and/or other 
STSA Committee. Unless otherwise noted, the STSA Officers, Council and 
Committee Members have no relevant commercial relationships.
Commercial Relationships of STSA Officers, Council and Committee Members
J. Jacobs: Consultant/Advisory Board: American Academy of Dermatology, 
SpecialtyCare; K. Accola: Consultant/Advisory Board: Edwards Lifesciences; Speakers 
Bureau/Honoraria: Edwards Lifesciences; G. Ailawadi: Consultant/Advisory Board: 
Abbott, Edwards Lifesciences, North American Advisory Board, Medtronic; F. 
Bakaeen: Consultant/Advisory Board: JACE Medical; S. Blackmon: Consultant/
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Advisory Board: Olympus; Research Grant: Medtronic, truFreeze; M. Bott: 
Consultant/Advisory Board: AstraZeneca; D. Jones: Consultant/Advisory Board: 
AstraZeneca, Merck; M. Kim: Other: Intuitive Surgical, Medtronic, Veran Medical; 
S. LeMaire: Consultant/Advisory Board: Acer Therapeutics, Biom’up; Other 
Research Support: CytoSorbants, Terumo Aortic, W. L. Gore & Associates; O. 
Preventza: Consultant/Advisory Board: Terumo Aortic, W. L. Gore & Associates; A. 
Speir: Consultant/Advisory Board: Atricure, Medtronic; V. Thourani: Consultant/
Advisory Board: Abbott Vascular, Boston Scientific, Edwards Lifesciences; 
Research Grant: Abbott Vascular, Boston Scientific, Edwards Lifesciences; J. 
Zwischenberger: Consultant/Advisory Board: Cytosorbents, Inc.; Ownership 
Interest: Avalon; Research Grant: National Institutes of Health

2019 STSA Officers and Council
DJeffrey P. Jacobs, President
DVinod H. Thourani, President-Elect
DAlan M. Speir, Vice President 
DShanda H. Blackmon, Secretary/Treasurer 
DKevin D. Accola, Council Chair
DDavid R. Jones, Past President
DFaisal G. Bakaeen, Councilor
Melanie A. Edwards, Councilor
T. Brett Reece, Councilor
DScott A. LeMaire, Continuing Medical Education Director
John W. Hammon, Historian
G. Alexander Patterson, Editor

2019 STSA Committee Members

Program Committee
Joseph A. Dearani (Co-Chair)
DDaniela Molena (Co-Chair)
DJeffrey P. Jacobs
DKevin D. Accola
Vinay Badhwar
DShanda H. Blackmon
Harold M. Burkhart
J. Michael DiMaio
DDavid R. Jones
Christine L. Lau
DScott A. LeMaire
DOurania Preventza
DAlan M. Speir
James D. St. Louis
DVinod H. Thourani
Stephen C. Yang

Membership Committee
Andrew J. Lodge (Chair)
James J. Gangemi
W. Brent Keeling
Hugh M. van Gelder
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Postgraduate Committee
DMatthew J. Bott (Co-Chair)
Ahmet Kilic (Co-Chair)
DKevin D. Accola
DGorav Ailawadi
Mark I. Block
DJeffrey P. Jacobs
Damien LaPar
DScott A. LeMaire
Todd K. Rosengart
DAlan M. Speir
DVinod H. Thourani

Finance Committee
Mark S. Slaughter (Chair)
DKevin D. Accola
DShanda H. Blackmon
S. Adil Husain
DJeffrey P. Jacobs
Richard Lee
Thoralf M. Sundt
DVinod H. Thourani

Continuing Medical Education Committee
DScott A. LeMaire (Director)
DMatthew J. Bott
Joseph A. Dearani
Ahmet Kilic
Daniela Molena

Representative to the Board of Governors of the American College of Surgeons
DJoseph B. Zwischenberger

Representative to the Advisory Council for Cardiothoracic Surgery for  
the American College of Surgeons
Stephen C. Yang

Representative to the STS/ACS Surgical Quality Accreditation for  
General Thoracic Surgery
Richard K. Freeman

Nominating Committee
John H. Calhoon (Chair)
DKevin D. Accola
Andrea J. Carpenter
DDavid R. Jones
Scholarship Committee
Jennifer S. Nelson (Chair)
Mara B. Antonoff
Thomas M. Beaver
DMin Kim
Anastasios Polimenakos

The Annals of Thoracic Surgery
G. Alexander Patterson
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COMMERCIAL RELATIONSHIPS OF ABSTRACT REVIEWERS

STSA would like to thank the following leaders for reviewing the 
abstracts submitted for consideration for presentation at the STSA 66th 
Annual Meeting. Unless otherwise noted, the abstract reviewers have no 
relevant commercial relationships.

K. Accola: Consultant/Advisory Board: Edwards Lifesciences; Speakers Bureau/
Honoraria: Edwards Lifesciences; G. Arnaoutakis: Consultant/Advisory Board: 
Bolton Medical; F. Bakaeen: Consultant/Advisory Board: JACE Medical; S. 
Blackmon: Consultant/Advisory Board: Olympus; Research Grant: Medtronic, 
truFreeze; M. Bott: Consultant/Advisory Board: AstraZeneca; F.C. Bryan: 
Speakers Bureau/Honoraria: Edwards Lifesciences; E. Chen: Speakers Bureau/
Honoraria: Medtronic; J. Edgerton: Speakers Bureau/Honoraria: Atricure; 
J. Jacobs: Consultant/Advisory Board: American Academy of Dermatology, 
SpecialtyCare; M. Kim: Other: Intuitive Surgical, Medtronic, Veran Medical; 
S. LeMaire: Consultant/Advisory Board: Acer Therapeutics, Biom’up; Other 
Research Support: CytoSorbants, Terumo Aortic, W. L. Gore & Associates; B. 
Leshnower: Speakers Bureau/Honoraria: Medtronic; H. Merritt: Consultant/
Advisory Board: Atricure; Speakers Bureau/Honoraria: Atricure; A. Parsons: 
Ownership Interest: BeeWell; O. Preventza: Consultant/Advisory Board: Terumo 
Aortic, W. L. Gore & Associates; V. Thourani: Consultant/Advisory Board: Abbott 
Vascular, Boston Scientific, Edwards Lifesciences; Research Grant: Abbott 
Vascular, Boston Scientific, Edwards Lifesciences; J. Turek: Consultant/Advisory 
Board: BioStable Science and Engineering; G. Wheatley, III: Consultant/Advisory 
Board: Ethicon, Medeon, Medtronic, Terumo Aortic

DKevin D. Accola
Bahaaldin Alsoufi
Mara B. Antonoff
DGeorge Arnaoutakis
Vinay Badhwar
DFaisal G. Bakaeen
DShanda H. Blackmon
Mark I. Block
DMatthew J. Bott
Alejandro Bribriesco
Paul S. Brown
DF. Curtis Bryan
Harold M. Burkhart
Philip W. Carrott
DEdward P. Chen
Joel S. Corvera
Robert J. Dabal
Mani A. Daneshmand
Joseph A. Dearani
Subrato J. Deb
Ali Dodge-Khatami
Basil Nasir
DAlden M. Parsons
Anastasios C. Polimenakos
DOurania Preventza
T. Brett Reece
J. Matthew Reinersman
Edward B. Savage
James D. St. Louis

Melanie A. Edwards
DJames R. Edgerton
Richard K. Freeman
Kristopher M. George
Ravi K. Ghanta
D. Tyler Greenfield
Stephen R. Hazelrigg
Dawn S. Hui
Mark D. Iannettoni
DJeffrey P. Jacobs
Lauren C. Kane
W. Brent Keeling
DMin P. Kim
Russell R. Kraeger
Christine L. Lau
DScott A. LeMaire
DBradley G. Leshnower
DHelenMari L. Merritt
Joseph I. Miller
Daniela Molena
Ezequiel J. Molina
Randy M. Stevens
James R. Stewart
Thoralf M. Sundt
DVinod H. Thourani
DJoseph W. Turek
Hugh van Gelder 
DGrayson H. Wheatley, III
Stephen C. Yang
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COMMERCIAL RELATIONSHIPS OF STSA STAFF

Unless otherwise noted, staff members have no relevant commercial 
relationships.

Beth Winer: Executive Director
Laura Medek: Affiliate Manager
Rachel Pebworth: Affiliate Manager
Maricruz Carreno: Affiliate Organizations Coordinator
Sarah O’Brien: Senior Manager, Meetings & Conventions
Megan Reichstein: Exhibit Manager


